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Synopsis

He promised to never leave me. But when | needed him the most, that was exactly what he

didA¢a —AJFrom Bestselling Authors Sloane Kennedy & Lucy Lennox comes an exciting new series
about how a twist of fate can change everything...He promised to never leave me. But when |
needed him the most, that was exactly what he didA¢a -A|Wilderness guide Xander Reed has
spent fifteen years trying to forget the night he turned to his best friend in his darkest hour, only to
find the young man whoA¢a -4,¢d sworn to always have his back was turning his on Xander
instead. Two thousand miles and fifteen years of building a new life in the quiet backcountry of the
Rocky Mountains should have been enough to put the memory of Bennett Crawford out of his mind
forever, but old wounds run deep and when Bennett suddenly reappears in his life as part of a
wilderness expedition Xander is guiding, the scars he thought long healed break wide

open.IA¢a -4,¢d only ever wanted to protect Xander from getting hurt again. | never considered the
one he needed protection from was meA¢a —A[Bennett Crawford was faced with an impossible
choice the night his best friend needed him.He chose wrong.As the only son of one of the wealthiest
families in New England, he should have had the world at his feet, but losing his best friend at the
tender age of fourteen changed everything. And even though BennettA¢a -4,¢s managed to hide
behind a mask of contentment as he takes his place at his fatherA¢a -4,¢s side in the family
business, inside heA¢a -4,¢s searching for the piece of himself thatA¢a -4,¢s been missing ever
since Xander Reed walked out of his life. BennettA¢a —4,¢s only saving grace is his work with a
group of inner city kids, and when heA¢a -4,¢s given the chance to show the troubled teens that
thereAg¢a —a,¢s a bigger world out there waiting for them if they just have the courage to reach for
it, he takes it.But when he steps off that bus for what was supposed to be a week of fun and
adventure, heA¢a -4,¢s instantly returned to the past when he discovers their expedition guide is
none other than the boy he let go so long ago. Only, the soft-hearted, insecure little boy Bennett
once knew is gone, and in his place is a brooding, bitter man who isnA¢a -4,¢t interested in second
chances.People leave. | know that now and nothing Bennett has to say to me will change
anythingA¢a -A|All Bennett wants is another chance to show Xander that friendship was only the
beginning. But when a stubborn Xander refuses to even hear him out, Bennett realizes

heA¢a -4,¢s going to need to fight dirty.Because now that heA¢a -4,¢s found Xander again,

heA¢a —4,¢s not letting him go a second timeA¢a —A[***No Cliffhangers***
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Customer Reviews

This book was absolutely breathtakingly beautiful! | absolutely couldn’t put it down.It was gripping
and it pulled me in and made me FEEL what they felt, not surprising considering this book was
written by two freaking amazing authors!l really loved the not only the main characters but also the
secondaryAfA¢A a -A & characters as well which each brought something new that was
absolutely needed to make this story complete.The relationship between the two MC’s was
breathtaking. This story was so amazingly good that | honestly don’t have enough words to describe

how good it actually is!l definitely recommend this story and | can’t wait for Aiden’s story next.

| was eagerly waiting for this book and let me tell you, it was worth the wait. Lucy Lennox and
Sloane Kennedy make one heck of a team. You will cry, laugh, worry, and even get mad while
reading it. At first you are so focused on Xander and his pain. But as the story unfolds you begin to
feel for all the characters well except for two. One of which is hardly mentioned so it's no big loss. |
fell for all the boys here. Xander and Bennett were a given. But | didn’t count one the others carving
their little nitch. I'm so glad we are getting Aiden’s story but forget Jake. That guy is hurting and

hiding a lot. | loved this book so much.



What great collaboration between two of the m/m genre’s best writers! | just new it would be a hit,
but it wasn’t until | started reading yesterday afternoon that | knew what a perfect pair Lucy and
Sloane make. For me, this book had all of the essential elements - great writers, an interesting, well
thought out story plot, the right amount of angst, wonderful supporting characters and two hot MCs
that make you want to love them from the very first page! | could not put this book down until |
finished and now, I'm counting down the weeks until Aiden’s story. Definitely one of the best stories

| read this Summer.

Another awesome book by Sloane Kennedy and Lucy Lennox. In this book you meet your main
characters Bennett and Xander. The meet at the tender age of 5 an become best friends. As time
progresses as the boys age they are closer than ever yet the normal teenage struggles are trying to
tear them apart. Does a Father’s hatered destory his sons first love? Can love overcome hate?
Does it really matter if you are a boy and love another boy? Will a tragedy destroy the bond these
young men feel? This book is a must read! Open this book an go on an unforgettable ride that

spans decades.

| love it when two good authors team up. | have read both authors solo works and when | heard of
them collaborating, | knew this book would not disappoint. And it doesn’t.Both authors have
distinctive styles and voices, however, it is hard to tell which author wrote which scenes. Ms Lennox
writes with a light humour and Ms Kennedy with a deeper angst level, but together you get perfectly
balanced, believable characters and story line.l can’t wait for the next in the series and hopefully

we’ll see a bit more of Xander & Bennett in the next book too.

| have read these two authors individually and really enjoyed their work - together, they are a
powerhouse. This first book for this series was a great read, but it left me wanting more and
thankfully since this is book 1, there will be more. The characters were well written and the story
was well crafted (I hope it is going to appear in an audible format, too). | want an head for Aiden!

Well worth your time and money.

Xander and Bennett were an explosive kind of wonderful....| hated how they treated each other in
the beginning, Xander was such a jerk, all because of things he thought he knew to be true. Bennett

was hurting because he carried such a burden and was never given the chance to explain. Together



they realized the past was in the past and they needed to look toward the future. Highly

recommended!

What a great start to a new series. Benny and Xander have known each other since they young.
They grew up together and started to have feelings for each other. But never voiced their thoughts.
Something horrible happened and years past before they meet again. And what a meeting! | really

enjoyed this book, looking forward to the next one.
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